[Immunohistochemical detection and clinical significance of beta-catenin expression in human esophageal cancers].
To determine whether the expression level of beta-catenin correlates with the invasion and metastasis of human esophageal cancers. Using immunohistochemical staining technique, we investigated the expression of beta-catenin in different tissues from the specimens of the primary tumor and the nearby non-tumorous esophageal mucosa. Strong expression of beta-catenin in the nearby non-tumorous esophageal mucosa was observed. However, in the primary esophageal cancers, the expression of beta-catenin was frequently reduced and disorderly distributed. The level of beta-catenin expression was closely related with the growth pattern, cellular differentiation, depth of invasion, and lymphatic metastasis. The down-regulation of beta-catenin expression might be a predictor indicating the metastatic potential of esophageal cancers.